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PRIDE, TRADITION, ALUMNI:
HOMECOMING 2016
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CEYLIN ARIAS
Asst. News Director
ceylin.arias@fiusm.com
Roary the Panther is giving the University a n o t h e r 
reason to celebrate during 
Homecoming Week: his 
birthday.
Having made his debut 
for the University’s first 
football game on Aug. 29, 
2002 at the Ocean Bank 
Field at FIU Stadium. 
Roary’s Birthday 
Extravaganza will be held to 
honor an FIU tradition while 
getting students spirited and 
excited for homecoming.
“I think it’s a fantastic 
idea that FIU has this 
tradition of celebrating 
Roary’s birthday. 
Unfortunately, FIU has 
always lacked in school 
spirit compared to other 
universities and so, on this 
day, we should definitely 
unleash our panther roar 
and come together to 
appreciate our rich history,” 
said Melissa Gonzalez, a 
sophomore and psychology 
major. 
The event, taking place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 19 
in Panther Square at the 
Biscayne Bay Campus, 
will celebrate the mascot’s 
birthday with entertainment, 
food and giveaways.
Roary’s birthday will 
also feature the “Panther 
Dessert Challenge” 
where students will have 
the opportunity to prove 
themselves to a panel of 
judges by making a spirited 
dessert for Roary. The 
panel of judges will vote 
and each participant will be 
eligible to win one of three 
scholarships, provided and 
sponsored by the Alumni 
Association. 
“Panther Power is 
responsible for planning 
and executing this event 
which is a spirit council at 
BBC. The goal of Panther 
Power is to promote FIU 
pride at athletic events, 
create a community within 
the student body and 
overall affinity within the 
University,” said Valerie St. 
Juste, the graduate advisor 
for Panther Power. 
Roary’s Birthday 
Extravaganza will be open 
to all students and faculty 
at FIU from both campuses 
and will be taking place 
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.
“There is nothing more 
exciting than actually 
feeling prideful of the school 
you go to, and  especially so 
when you have other people 
you can share that feeling 
with,” said Gonzalez.
University to 
celebrate Roary’s 
29th birthday
Homecoming season is the 
time for students to show their 
school spirit, participate in 
themed events and the University 
to come together to celebrate the 
sucess and contributions of our 
alumni. 
We’ve done our work to get 
information about Homecoming 
Week out before the start of 
the activities so that students can plan and prepare 
-- although the Panthermonium concert this year 
probably needs no preparation.
Our team got previews about the concert, Roary’s 
birthday and BBC events. We even looked to find out 
what goes into making Homecoming Week a success.
But, of course, the week is all about football, so 
our editorial board addresses punishing players by 
not attending games. While 2 Chainz, Lil Dicky and 
MAKJ are stars, our athletes should be hometown 
stars as well. 
Many of our opinion writers feel the same way, 
because it’s important that we support those who go 
above and beyond as students.
We hope to see participants not only at the concert 
and parking lot tailgates, but in the stands during the 
homecoming game as well. Kickoff is Saturday, Oct. 
22 at 7 p.m.
CAYLA BUSH
EDITOR IN CHIEF
Homecoming is about the 
football game, so support
EDITOR’S NOTE Biscayne Bay Campus kicks 
off Homecoming Week
SUDYEN NAVARRETE AND 
DOUGLASS GAVILAN
fiusm staff
news@fiusm.com
Students can expect BBC to be the home to many homecoming events including performances, activities and giveaways.“Blue & Gold Unleashed” will be 
the kick-off event to homecoming week. 
The event, taking place on Oct. 17 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in Panther Square, will have giveaways, 
a tie dye station, a photo booth, face painting, a 
bounce house and free food. It will feature a pep 
rally with the traditional “Trail of the Torch” where 
the torch of hope, knowledge and opportunity will 
be lit among the festivities.
The Caribbean Bash, taking place Tuesday, 
Oct. 18, will be a show of Panther and Caribbean 
pride where alumni, students, faculty and staff 
will be encouraged to bring flags of their home 
countries. According to the student affairs website, 
the “Caribbean Bash will be a night of different 
cultures, traditions, performances, giveaways, 
and a taste of great Caribbean food.” Guests are 
invited for $5.
Students are also encouraged to wear FIU gear 
to receive limited edition giveaways.
Later in the week, Thursday, Oct. 20 will be 
the day for the Spirt and Soul BBQ. The event 
is sponsored by the Black Student Union and 
will feature a T-shirt design contest and will run 
from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. Students will be offered 
the chance to learn more about the Black Student 
Union. 
“It’s definitely an opportunity for students 
to get involved in University life,” Samantha 
Caballero, the vice president of the Black Student 
Union, said. “A lot of students both at MMC and 
BBC are commuter students. Homecoming gives 
students a chance to see what is at their school or 
what the University provides.”
The dance will take place Friday, Oct. 21 in the 
WUC ballrooms from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. and will 
feature “happily ever after” as its theme.
DJ Hercules, a DJ and on-air personality 
on 99Jamz, will be in charge of music. BBC’s 
in-house fashion club, Eclipse, will have a 
fashion show prepared for students. Roary will 
also be making an appearance on the dance floor. 
The Homecoming Dance will be free to all FIU 
students and will cost guests $5.
“It’s good that they’re doing this, everything 
seems pretty cool -- especially the barbecue,” 
Jondy Alfonso, a junior biology major said. “If my 
friends are down, I’ll definitely go.”
“Not only do [students] get to participate in 
organizations but we also get to focus on the social 
aspect of educating the students, engaging the 
students and keeping students abreast on current 
FIU issues and things that they should know about 
and partake in to help their own professional 
development, personal development or sense of 
self,” Caballero said.
Students who may still have questions 
or concerns about any event can contact the 
homecoming office located at MMC in GC 
2214. BSU, the hosts of Spirit and Soul BBQ on 
Thursday, Oct. 20 can be found in GC 2303 in 
MMC or in WUC 141 at BBC.
AMANDA DELGADO
ContributingWriter
news@fiusm.com
For the sixth consecutive year, FIU Homecoming will host Panthermonium, a concert dubbed the 
“biggest show known to Florida 
International University” by 
Student Affairs.
The executive board plays a 
big part in the decision-making 
process in regards to the concert – 
they design the look for marketing, 
manage release dates and external 
outreach, and select the artists that 
go onstage. 
With previous lineups including 
J. Cole, Zedd and Rae Sremmurd, 
there’s a system for how the artists 
are picked.
“The artist selection process is 
a closed-session meeting where the 
analytics from our programming 
surveys detail what students 
look for in an artist. This year, 
we discovered students look for 
name recognition when attending 
festivals and other large scale 
concert event types. These numbers 
are then charted and we began the 
selection process with several 
briefings in order to develop the 
most diverse show possible,” said 
Jordan Thompson, overall director 
for FIU Homecoming.
Expected to take place on Oct. 
16, 2016 from 6:30 p.m. to 11:30 
p.m., the concert will be hosted 
in the Ocean Bank Field at FIU 
Stadium. 
“With Panthermonium being 
the only Stadium show we offer at 
FIU, the limit doesn’t exist. Our 
bleacher seats alone can hold more 
than 5,000 students comfortably 
with our floor being reserved for 
those who purchase at ticket at 
hc.fiu.edu or go.fiu.edu/2chainz,” 
said Thompson.
Featuring 2Chainz, Lil Dicky 
and MAKJ, the show is not 
exclusive to FIU students. Floor 
and community tickets start at $40 
and are available at hc.fiu.edu or 
go.fiu.edu/2chainz.
Big-named rappers and DJ 
headline Panthermonium
Jordan Thompson
Director
FIU Homecoming
This year, we discovered 
students look for name 
recognition when attending 
festivals and other large 
scale concert event types. 
These numbers are then 
charted and we began the 
selection process with several 
briefings in order to develop 
the most diverse show 
possible
Samantha Caballero 
Vice President
Black Student Union
It’s definitely an opportunity for students 
to get involved in University life. A lot 
of students both at MMC and BBC are 
commuter students. Homecoming gives 
students a chance to see what is at their 
school or what the University provides.
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Trail of the Torch tradition becomes a 
homecoming event on both campuses
NICOLE STONE
News Director
nicole.stone@fiusm.com
Every fall, FIU celebrates the 
values of knowledge, service 
and opportunity--with fire. 
Traditionally a Week of 
Welcome event used to mark the 
beginning of the fall semester 
and new academic year, Trail 
of the Torch has made its way 
onto the list of homecoming 
festivities, according to Amanda 
Cantillo, president of the FIU 
Student Ambassador Program 
and intern for the Alumni 
Association.
“Trail of the Torch is a 
long running tradition of the 
University and the purpose of 
the event is to light the torch 
of Knowledge, Service and 
Opportunity,” Simone Worsdale, 
associate director of marketing 
and communications for the 
FIU Alumni Association, told 
Student Media.
The text on the plaque 
beneath the Torch at MMC 
details the inception of a lasting 
FIU tradition, reading: “The 
origins of the torch lighting date 
all the way back to the very first 
day FIU opened. On Sept. 14, 
1972, the Torch of Knowledge, 
Service and Opportunity was lit 
for the first time in memory of 
Sen. Ernest R. Graham during 
a ceremony celebrating the 
University’s opening day.” 
The Torch then remained 
unused until 2004, when Trail 
of the Torch became an annual 
tradition. Accompanying the 
torch lighting is a procession 
beginning in the housing quad 
to the Torch in front of Primera 
Casa.
“The torch is part of our seal. 
The Torch itself, the one that is 
lit, has been on our campus since 
its founding,” said Worsdale. 
The title of “torchbearer” 
is reserved for four exemplary 
students, representing Athletics, 
Greek life, academics and spirit. 
According to Cantillo, 
torchbearer nominations are 
being promoted through a form 
available on Trail of the Torch’s 
social media outlets such as 
Instagram and Facebook for both 
MMC and BBC. 
Their Facebook page 
describes the qualities sought in 
torchbearers:  “The torchbearers 
must embody the essence 
of a Panther, while being 
well rounded, philanthropic, 
hardworking and driven.”
Cantillo emphasised that 
Trail of the Torch actively seeks 
the participation of student 
organizations more than other 
homecoming events which she 
feels are more focused on the 
performers and acts they feature.
“We have around 20 or 
more student organizations 
involved such as CLS office 
and Phoenician investment 
groups. Trail of the Torch is 
very broad in its representation 
of the student organizations 
on campus,” Cantillo said to 
Student Media. “FIU Student 
Ambassadors exclusively plan 
this event in collaboration with 
the Alumni Association as we 
are overseen by them.” 
BBC will also see Trail of the 
Torch for the first time, thanks 
to a collaboration with the “Blue 
& Gold: Unleashed” pep rally 
Oct. 17 at 11 a.m. in the Panther 
Square.
“We want to make sure we 
have equal representation,” 
Cantillo said.
Worsdale and Cantillo hope 
to see the tradition of the Torch 
grow at BBC.
“We hope to engage the 
students [at BBC] with this 
tradition of lighting the Torch 
of Knowledge, Service and 
Opportunity,” Worsdale told 
Student Media.
The Torch will not be lit in 
dull spirit, though, according to 
Cantillo and Worsdale.
“Last year, we did it bigger 
and better than before,” Cantillo 
said to Student Media. This 
year, she expects MMC’s 
Trail of the Torch will see a 
similar improvement. “We have 
big sponsors such as Geico, 
Sparkling Ice water. They have 
been very generous in their 
support of the University and 
our program. And we have Little 
Ceasars, so we have a lot of 
food.”
“There will be live 
entertainment, giveaways, food 
and beverages and this will all 
be available free to the entire 
student body,” Worsdale said. 
“This has been going on for so 
many years and is one of FIU’s 
longest running traditions. It’s 
really exciting to have been 
engaging the student body with 
this for the past 10 plus years.”
Nicole StoNe/the BeacoN
STEPHANIE ESPAILLAT
Entertainment Director
stephanie.espaillat@fiusm.com
  
Each year, the homecoming council at FIU puts 
together a week of events to try and get students 
more involved within the FIU community. The 
amount of effort it takes to put together the week 
of homecoming, as well as what happens behind 
the scenes, is what some FIU students might miss.
Amber Martinez, who is a participating for 
the first time on the homecoming committee for 
court affairs, shares her experiences being on the 
homecoming council and why she is excited to 
participate again next year. 
“I would definitely advise getting involved,” 
said Martinez. “I am really involved. I’m Greek, 
I’m in student government, I’m a peer mentor and 
I’m in homecoming council. When people ask 
‘what I do for fun?’ [I say that] I love doing my 
involvements. I wouldn’t have it any other way.”
Martinez shared with Student Media that she 
would like to be involved with homecoming again 
next year because of the people she was able to 
meet and work with. 
“I’ve become super close to people at 
homecoming. I talk to them every day,” she said. 
“[I] learned a lot of traditions through 
homecoming that I would have never known 
about,” said Martinez. “Homecoming is a way for 
the university to come together and share things. 
Homecoming incorporates students, the community, 
and alumni. It brings a lot of people together.”
Homecoming parade chair, Gabriel Tejada, also 
shared his experiences on why it’s important to be 
involved on campus.
“I believe that college in general is a great place 
for networking,” said Tejada. “It is really great to be 
out there [getting] involved and [showing] that you 
are involved. The homecoming council is a really 
great way to network, and is a great opportunity 
to get behind the scenes. [It] gets you to learn a 
little bit more about the industry, and see what it 
takes to create these really awesome events for the 
students.”
Tejada explained that the council undergoes a 
long process to plan these event. From the moment 
they finish their first impressions, the team starts 
working on putting together most of the events each 
year for homecoming week. The council hopes that 
students will come out and participate in all events 
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Homecoming Council shares how 
they plan homecoming
PLAY THE GAME
Oct. 15 
TSC Walk
Where: Graham Center Lawns
Check-In: 9:00am / Walk: 10:00am
FIU HOMECOMING WEEK
Oct. 16
Panthermonium  
Featuring:  2 CHAINZ   LIL DICKY   MAKJ
Where: Oceans Bank Field at FIU Stadium
Doors Open at: 6:30pm
Oct. 17 
Blue & Gold: Unleashed
Where: Panther Plaza | Panther Square -BBC
When: 11:00am
Oct. 17 
Unleash the Crown!
Where: Graham Center Ballrooms
Doors Open at: 6:30pm
Oct. 18 
Trail of  the Torch
Where: FIU Housing Quad
When: 6:00pm
Oct. 18 
Caribbean Bash
Where: Lawns by the Bay -BBC
Check-In: 9:00am / Walk: 10:00am
Oct. 19 
Panther Prowl - Comedy Show
Where: FIU Arena
Doors Open at: 7:00pm
Oct. 20
Panthers Got Talent
Where: FIU Arena
Doors Open at: 5:30pm
Oct. 21
LXV Lounge: A Blue & Gold Affair
Where: Wolfe Center Ballrooms -BBC
When: 7:00pm
Oct. 22
Homecoming Parade -BBC | Football Game
Game Venue: Ocean Bank Field at FIU Stadium
Parade Time: 2:30pm | Game Starts: 7:00pm
Oct. 20
BSU Spirit and Soul Homecoming BBQ
Where: Panther Plaza -BBC
When: 12:00pm - 2:00pm
ALONDRA BODDEN
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com
Roary’s birthday party will be 
an extravaganza, according to the 
marketing materials for the BBC 
event.
Every year, this event is 
hosted during Homecoming week 
by Panther Power, the official 
committee for promoting athletics 
and school spirit at the University. 
Rosemona St. Jean, senior 
biological sciences major is the 
president of Panther Power for the 
2016-2017 school year. She explains 
that Panther Power is the spirit 
council at the BBC.
“Our mission is to evoke school 
spirit and take pride in everything we 
do, we want our students to be proud. 
It’s also an opportunity for students 
to be able to network in our school. I 
feel as though the more involved you 
are, the more successful you can be 
at FIU,” said St. Jean. 
Roary’s Birthday Extravaganza 
is Panther Power’s biggest event of 
the year, with last year’s attendees 
totaling at 250 to 300 students.
“There will be a lot of things 
happening this year at Roary’s 
celebration,” said St. Jean. “We 
will be having a dessert challenge 
which is being sponsored by the 
School of Hospitality. There will 
be clubs tabling at the event, so 
this is an excellent opportunity to 
get involved. As well as free food, 
giveaways, entertainment and even 
the opportunity to win a scholarship, 
which we hope will encourage 
students to come out.”
The Alumni Association will 
be there giving out 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd prize scholarships to winning 
students. For more information and 
the entry form, please visit go.fiu.
edu/desertchallenge.
“We hope and encourage students 
to come out, relax and celebrate 
Roary’s birthday with him. Not only 
is it his birthday, but it’s also our 
birthday as an institution,” said St. 
Jean.
Panther Power believes this event 
should help bring out or elevate the 
pride students have for FIU.
“Roary represents the spirit of 
our institution … It’s our collective 
birthday as an institution and that’s 
something to celebrate,” said 
Shontay Khaleel White, student 
engagement manager at the BBC.
Panther Power is also providing 
a free shuttle service for BBC 
students to be transported to the 
Modesto Maidique Campus for the 
homecoming game. It will also take 
those students back to their campus. 
The first shuttle will depart from 
BBC at 1:30 p.m. for the FIU parade, 
which will begin at 3 p.m. and the 
second shuttle will depart at 3:15 
p.m. for the homecoming game, 
which starts at 6 p.m.  
St. Jean expressed the importance 
of signing up for the shuttle through 
OrgSync. This will ensure an 
accurate headcount; if not enough 
people sign up for the shuttle, then 
the service will be canceled.
“I’m definitely so excited for 
homecoming week and Roary’s 
birthday,” said Nuris Rodriguez, 
junior biology major. “I love the 
spirit that we FIU students have for 
our school, everyone here is happy 
all the time. I think that Roary 
really represents us pretty well as a 
university. He’s always upbeat and 
happy and ready to put a smile on 
your face.”
Roary’s birthday extravaganza 
will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 6, 
at BBC’s Panther Square from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
“Homecoming week is always 
a fun time,” said Sebastian Neira, 
sophomore exercise science major. 
“Roary’s birthday reminds us of how 
far we’ve come as an institution. 
Plus, it’s an opportunity to be 
engulfed in Panther pride and … 
take a break from being elbow deep 
in school work.”
STEPHANIE ESPAILLAT
Entertainment Director
stephanie.espaillat@fiusm.com
  
Each year, the homecoming council at FIU puts 
together a week of events to try and get students 
more involved within the FIU community. The 
amount of effort it takes to put together the week 
of homecoming, as well as what happens behind 
the scenes, is what some FIU students might miss.
Amber Martinez, who is a participating for 
the first time on the homecoming committee for 
court affairs, shares her experiences being on the 
homecoming council and why she is excited to 
participate again next year. 
“I would definitely advise getting involved,” 
said Martinez. “I am really involved. I’m Greek, 
I’m in student government, I’m a peer mentor and 
I’m in homecoming council. When people ask 
‘what I do for fun?’ [I say that] I love doing my 
involvements. I wouldn’t have it any other way.”
Martinez shared with Student Media that she 
would like to be involved with homecoming again 
next year because of the people she was able to 
meet and work with. 
“I’ve become super close to people at 
homecoming. I talk to them every day,” she said. 
“[I] learned a lot of traditions through 
homecoming that I would have never known 
about,” said Martinez. “Homecoming is a way for 
the university to come together and share things. 
Homecoming incorporates students, the community, 
and alumni. It brings a lot of people together.”
Homecoming parade chair, Gabriel Tejada, also 
shared his experiences on why it’s important to be 
involved on campus.
“I believe that college in general is a great place 
for networking,” said Tejada. “It is really great to be 
out there [getting] involved and [showing] that you 
are involved. The homecoming council is a really 
great way to network, and is a great opportunity 
to get behind the scenes. [It] gets you to learn a 
little bit more about the industry, and see what it 
takes to create these really awesome events for the 
students.”
Tejada explained that the council undergoes a 
long process to plan these event. From the moment 
they finish their first impressions, the team starts 
working on putting together most of the events each 
year for homecoming week. The council hopes that 
students will come out and participate in all events 
lined up for this year.
“Be proud of what school you go to and come 
out and enjoy everything that we have to offer, said 
Tejada. “This is your time to enjoy school.”
Some of the main events taking place this year 
include Panthermonium, Unleash the Crown, 
Panther Prowl, Panther’s Got Talent and the 
Homecoming Parade.
Panthermonium
The first event that will start off homecoming 
week is Panthermonium. It’s a concert at the 
Modesto Maidique campus, and is also one of 
the biggest production events the homecoming 
committee puts together. Planning this event is a 
process that takes time when choosing the lineup.
“Panthermonium takes a long time, but overall 
we pretty much start [planning] for three months 
out,” said Tejada. “What we did specifically this 
year is mainly up to the eboard and advisors. They 
get the final decision but we as a council help them 
narrow down the list [of artists].”
Tejada explained that within the first few weeks, 
the homecoming council gives out their suggestions 
to the eboard and advisors. They explain why they 
should book the artists and they look at the budget. 
From there, the council will then narrow down 
the selection and create a timeframe to present their 
selections to the eboard and the advisors. They will 
then make the final decision on who will perform 
at Panthermonium.
“Panthermonium is a big concert that we have 
and it is free for students in the student section,” 
said Tejada. “If you get the floor tickets you can 
get up close with the artists, but expect giveaways. 
Everybody has a ticket automatically in [their] 
one card. We have [had] pop up shops in the past 
month giving them confirmed tickets. We are really 
encouraging people to get those tickets now.”
This year’s lineup will consist of sets from 
MakJ, Lil Dicky and 2chainz. The event will take 
place on Sunday, Oct. 16 at the FIU stadium and 
will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Unleash the Crown & Royal Reunion
The homecoming council also puts together the 
court events that will crown the King and Queen of
5fiusm.com
BEHIND THE SCENES
Homecoming Council shares how 
they plan homecoming
Panther Power throws 
Roary’s birthday bash
We hope and encouraeg students to come out, relax and celebrate Roary’s birthday 
with him. Not only is it his birthday, but it’s also our birthday as an institution.
Rosemona St. Jean 
President
Panther Power
PLAY THE GAME
SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 6
Samuel Pritchard-torreS/the Beacon
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SGC-BBC to host alumni reception
KATHERINA DEL RIO
Staff Writer
life@fiusm.com
On Thursday, Oct. 20, Florida 
International University’s Biscayne Bay 
Student Government Council will host a 
reception for alumni and current student 
council leaders. 
The Tri-Council Reunion Alumni 
Reception gives alumni the opportunity 
to speak with current student leaders from 
the Student Government Association, 
Student Programming Council and 
Student Organization Council to discuss 
past, current and future projects. 
“There will be a lot of reminiscing of 
the past and networking at BBC during 
the event,” said Marcy Alstrom, office 
assistant for the Student Government 
Association.  
There will be no guest speakers 
or panel discussions. Instead alumni 
are encouraged to share stories of 
their council experience with current 
students.
Former Student Government 
Association President, Jazmin Felix, has 
attended the event in the past and will be 
returning this year as an alumna.   
“It was an awesome event and very 
insightful to meet a lot of different 
people when they tell you how far 
you’ve come from then to now,” said 
Felix. 
Additionally, Felix is looking 
forward to hearing about the fruition of 
some of the events she organized while 
in council, such as the Inter-Council 
Coalition and catching up with younger 
members. 
 “The [Student Government 
Association] President and Vice 
President are special to me because I 
mentored them when they first joined 
Student Government, so it’ll be coming 
full-circle,” said Felix. 
The Tri-Council Reunion Alumni 
Reception will be held in the Wolfe 
University Center, room 221, from 6 
to 8 p.m. For any questions about the 
event, contact the Student Government 
Association at the university’s Biscayne 
Bay Campus.
The [Student Government Association] President and Vice 
President are special to me because I mentored them when 
they first joined Student Government,  so it’ll be coming full-
circle.
Jazmin Felix
 President 2014-2015
SGC-BBC
The Homecoming Council shares why it’s 
important to be involved in homecoming
homecoming. 
“We get about 46 applicants,” 
said Martinez. “It is a very long 
process just because you have 
to have all these requirements 
[to meet] and it is a lot of 
requirements.” 
On Tuesday, Sept. 27, 
Martinez created a new event 
called Royal Reunion in the 
Graham Center’s faculty club. 
The exclusive event’s purpose 
was to bring together previous 
court title holders and current 
candidates with a dinner 
reception where they were able 
to give advice about running.
Some of the requirements for 
those participating in court was 
creating posters and attending 
a photoshoot session by the 
homecoming council.
“They have to make a 
poster and it has to be in by 
the deadline. Deadlines are 
really important when it comes 
to teams and running,” said 
Martinez. “We had a photoshoot 
on Sunday, and they had to 
come to that too.”
Martinez explains that the 
purpose of the photoshoots is 
to post the pictures on social 
media, that way everyone has 
a fair chance. She also said that 
this is the reason they changed 
the time for voting this year.
“The pageant is going to be 
on Monday and it is going to 
be before voting rather than 
having voting first and then the 
pageant,” said Martinez. “[This 
is] because it gives more of an 
opportunity for people to get to 
know these candidates rather 
than voting for someone just 
because you know them.”
The candidates get scored 
based off of their interview, 
votes, and the pageant itself. 
Prince and princess will be 
crowned during the Panthers 
Got Talent event, and the king 
and queen will be crowned 
during the homecoming game. 
Duke and duchess will be 
crowned at the pageant and do 
not get scored based on votes. 
Voting for the court can be 
accessed at the computer labs or 
on ipads from the homecoming 
committee at MMC and BBC.
Panther Prowl & 
Panther’s Got Talent
The comedy show called 
Panther Prowl will take place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 19 at the 
FIU Arena. Special acts will 
include Nick Swardson and 
another local FIU comedian.
“The comedy show is one of 
our bigger productions that we 
produce,” said Tejada. “Nick 
Swardson is the main comedian. 
He has been a part of Grown 
Ups, Grown Ups 2, and worked 
a lot with Adam Sandler. We 
expect him to be pretty good. 
For our opener, we are going to 
have a local FIU comedian as 
well.”
The Panthers Got Talent 
show will take place at the FIU 
Arena the following day on 
Thursday Oct. 20 at 5:30 p.m.
“The talent show is solely 
FIU students. It can be groups 
of people, solo acts and there 
is representations of different 
organizations that show off 
their talent to the whole FIU 
community,” said Tejada. “It 
can be dancing or doing a skit. 
It is crazy what students can 
make up, and how creative they 
can get. They get better every 
year.”
Homecoming Parade
The Homecoming Parade is 
the final event for homecoming 
week, and is also the longest 
running event the homecoming 
council has put together 
throughout the years.  
“Parade is the longest 
running homecoming event,” 
said Tejada. “It is the president’s 
favorite event. [Rosenberg] 
is the person that chooses the 
layout, what time it is and [how 
it will] correlate with the game. 
He always wants to be there.”
The parade will consist 
of over 100 participants 
either in the walking brigade, 
participating on a spirit car and 
with floats. Tejada explains that 
they get people from within FIU 
to participate in the parade as 
well as participants outside of 
the FIU community. 
“We contact outside 
vendors, middle schools and 
high schools outside. They’ll 
bring their football teams, 
cheerleaders and sometimes we 
will even have food vendors 
out there,” said Tejada. “Also, 
we have Esserman Volkswagen 
participating with us this year. 
They are going to be bringing 
out some cars to put the 
homecoming court on.”
Any additional information 
about homecoming events 
taking place at both MMC 
and BBC can be found at 
FIU’s homecoming website 
http://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/
get-involved/homecoming/
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This year’s 
Homecoming Week 
features big names, 
improvements to the 
programs and more events 
hosted on the Biscayne 
Bay Campus.
“It’s a different 
approach. We’re giving 
the students more to look 
forward to this year,” said 
Jordan Thompson, the 
homecoming director. 
Homecoming Week 
begins Saturday, Oct. 15 
with a Tuberous Sclerosis 
Complex Walk for 
individuals and families 
who have been affected 
by the disease and to 
increase awareness. 
The week will have 
daily events leading up 
to the homecoming game 
and parade. This year, 
not only are members 
from the Miami Heat and 
Miami Dolphins making 
an appearance, but there 
will also be other surprise 
guests as well, according 
to Thompson. 
The annual 
Homecoming Pageant 
will also undergo some 
adjustments this year.
“This year it will be 
very nice and polished; 
the pageant is being given 
what it actually deserves,” 
said Thompson. 
This year’s  pageant 
will not have a talent 
portion, like previous 
years. Not all students 
agree that the talent 
portion should be taken 
out.  
Thompson says the 
contestants will be able 
to showcase their abilities 
in other parts of the 
competition, for example: 
trivia.  
Medical student 
Jayson Esdaille likes that 
more events will be held 
at BBC. 
“I like the fact that 
they hosted events at BBC 
because they barely used 
to do that,” said Esdaille. 
The Caribbean Bash 
will be one of  five 
homecoming events 
that will be held on the 
Biscayne Bay campus.
The annual “Panther 
Prowl Comedy Show” 
on Oct.19 will have Nick 
Swardson headlining. 
He is an actor, stand-up 
comedian, screenwriter 
and producer, who is most 
well-known for his role as 
Terry Bernadino in “Reno 
911!”. An FIU Alumni, 
Luis Diaz, will also be 
performing a comedy 
routine at the show. 
“This year there are 
more students that want 
to get involved, not just 
organizations,” said 
Thompson. 
The Panthers Got 
Talent event in particular 
has recently gained 
the attention of more 
FIU students than 
usual, according to the 
homecoming director.  
“I like Panthers Got 
Talent, it’s cool. They 
need to keep doing events 
in the basketball arena,” 
said Esdaille. 
Esdaille, who 
previously participated 
in Panthers Got Talent, 
said he enjoys seeing 
all of the individuals 
and organizations that 
participate in the event. 
Thompson says 
students can expect a 
“nice little announcement 
at the end of Panthers Got 
Talent.”
Homecoming week 
runs from Oct. 15 to Oct. 
22. The homecoming 
game will be played at 7 
p.m., against Louisiana 
Tech.
Homecoming Week 2016: What to expect
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As homecoming week 
approaches, excitement around FIU 
grows. With the Panthermonium 
concert and the traditional 
homecoming parade and football 
game, students are hyped to show 
even more of their school spirit 
during this week-long tradition.
But why do Panthers show more 
school spirit during this time of the 
year compared to any other time?
According to an article published 
by Active.com, homecoming is a 
tradition centered around a football 
game and surrounded by events 
such as pep rallies, dances, concerts, 
parades, etc. with the intention to 
unite alumni with students and 
faculty to create a bigger sense of 
school spirit. 
Perhaps homecoming shouldn’t 
be seen as a means to revive school 
spirit or lack of school spirit, but 
rather to emphasize the school spirit 
that is already there. 
Homecoming is a tradition 
that is supposed to be exceptional 
compared to every other event. Since 
it also involves bringing back FIU 
alumni to join the events, there is a 
higher level of school spirit during 
this time of the year. 
Panthers may also show more 
school spirit during homecoming 
week because the promotion is more 
extensive. 
At the beginning of every fall 
semester, the revelation of the 
featured artists, in the Graham Center 
pit, has become a phenomenon in 
itself and students look forward to 
the anticipation every year. 
Aside from being advertised more 
extravagantly than any other event in 
the year, homecoming is also a week 
long. Events like the Panther Prowl 
comedy show and the Panther’s Got 
Talent show or the Homecoming 
Dance give students an opportunity 
to build up that school spirit to lead 
up to the long-awaited homecoming 
game. In addition, every Panther has 
free admission to all these events. 
Thanks to the homecoming 
council, these events are perfectly 
spanned out and marketed at the 
beginning of the fall semesters. 
The council carefully executes each 
promotional event so that every 
Panther knows exactly when and 
where these activities will take place. 
Panthers definitely express more 
school spirit during this time of the 
year and there is nothing wrong 
with that because homecoming is a 
Panther tradition that is meant to be 
special. 
After all, everything has a time 
and place and while homecoming 
is all fun and games, the rest of the 
year, we have our studies to focus on.
Cindy Cuadra is a staff writer for 
FIU Student Media. Her column, Pop 
Talk, is a commentary on pop culture 
current events. For suggestions or 
comments, please contact Cindy at 
opinion@fiusm.com.
Students: Support our players
Homecoming is a special campus tradition
POP TALK
CINDY CUADRA
The opinions presented within this page do not represent the 
views of The FIUSM Editorial Board. These views are separate from 
editorials and reflect individual perspectives of contributing writers 
and/or members of the University community. 
Editorials are the unified voice of the editorial board, which is composed 
of the editor in chief, management, and the editors of each of the four 
sections. The Beacon welcomes any letters regarding or in response to its 
editorials. Send them to opinion@fiusm.com.
SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Have  something on your mind? Send your thoughts (400 words maximum) 
to opinion@fiusm.com or drop by our offices at either GC 210 or WUC 124.  
With your letter, be sure to include your name, major, year, and copy of your 
student ID. The Beacon will only run one letter a month from any individual.
DISCLAIMER EDITORIAL POLICY
ALUMNI NETWORKING
Sam pritchard-torreS/the Beacon
EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor in ChiEf
Cayla Bush 
nEws dirECtor
NiCole stoNe 
sports dirECtor
Jayda hall
opinion dirECtor
MiChelle MarChaNte
EntErtainmEnt dirECtor
stephaNie espaillat
multimEdia dirECtor
Javier saNlley 
Copy ChiEf
MartiNa Bretous
produCtion managEr
Nia youNg
dirECtor 
roBert Jaross
asst. dirECtor
alfred soto
CONTACT 
INFORMATION
     
Modesto Maidique Campus: 
GC 210,  Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5 p.m.
 (305) 348-2709
Biscayne Bay Campus:
WUC 124, Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5 
p.m.
(305) 919-4722
Editor-in-Chief:
(305) 348-1580
cayla.bush@fiusm.com
Advertising:
(305) 348-6994
advertising@fiusm.com
The Beacon is published on Mondays 
and Thursdays during the Fall and 
Spring semesters and once a week 
during Summer B. One copy per 
person. Additional copies are 25 
cents. The Beacon is not responsible 
for the content of ads. Ad content 
is the sole responsibility of  the 
company or vendor. The Beacon is an 
editorially independent newspaper 
partially funded by student and 
services fees that are appropriated by 
Student Government.
MAGAZINE
During homecoming 
week, the homecoming 
committee promotes 
several events in order 
to get the student body 
engaged in college life. 
One of the main events 
that occur every year 
are the school’s football 
games; these allow us 
to fully experience what 
being part of an amazing 
university means. 
Throughout the 
seasons, we have seen 
fewer students show up 
to the games FIU hosts 
but the school has deviced 
a plan to get the students 
to show up to the games: 
Tablets.
When I found out at the 
beginning of the season 
that FIU’s Marketing and 
Promotion Department 
was offering tablets to 
all of those students 
who showed up to every 
football game I was 
intrigued and interested 
because who wouldn’t 
want a new tablet?
I have to admit that 
I’m one of those students 
who don’t show up 
to support our several 
sporting teams, but that 
doesn’t mean I don’t care 
for them. 
Those students who 
are able to live on campus, 
or at least live near it 
have a better viability of 
showing up to the games 
and support our sporting 
teams, rather than those 
who have a long commute 
from their houses to 
campus. 
The majority of 
students tend to show 
up to the games for 
the tailgate and stay 
throughout the first half 
of the game, before they 
leave, leaving the rest of 
the game to seem empty 
and discouraging to the 
players. 
Other sports teams, 
such as FIU’s soccer 
provide different 
incentives, such as 
giveaways of FIU shirts 
and headphones, in order 
to have students show up 
at the games and provide 
support to the team. 
Students have been 
showing up to more 
games this season alone 
compared to the past 
seasons, according to 
attending students and 
coaches, thanks to the 
incentives that have been 
provided, yet there must 
be another way to make 
the students want to 
show up to the games and 
support our school.
Homecoming has 
been doing an amazing 
job this year by promoting 
all of the events through 
different media sources 
and constant reminders 
all around campus, but it’s 
the student’s job to attend 
the events and support 
the university they’ve 
decided to attend.
Linda Rios is a 
contributing writer for 
FIU Student Media. Her 
column, Rivers of Truth, 
is a commentary on pop 
culture current events. For 
suggestions or comments, 
please contact Linda at 
opinion@fiusm.com.
RIVERS OF TRUTH
LINDA RIOS
Our editorial board is 
all for making political 
statements and speaking 
out when there’s a problem 
but we also understand the 
importance of supporting 
our students and athletes. 
Pete Garcia’s contract 
was extended. It happened 
and there is nothing that we 
can do now to change it. 
Boycotting games because 
he’s still employed at the 
University only hurts our 
athletics and the athletes 
who play for us.
Our athletics 
department has resorted 
to bribing students to 
attend football home 
games. Our tailgates have 
more participants than our 
games. As an eboard we’ve 
heard it before: “I’ll go to 
a game when Pete Garcia 
doesn’t work at FIU.”
So, while our athletes 
play in front of empty 
bleachers because of 
protests against Garcia’s 
job, he’s getting paid.
We want Garcia to not 
be the director of sports 
and entertainment just as 
much as most students and 
alumni. We, however, do 
not want our school spirit 
and athletes to continue 
to get the short end of the 
protest deal. 
There will be hundreds, 
if not thousands, of students 
and community members 
who will attend this year’s 
homecoming concert, 
who will participate in 
the homecoming parade 
and who will come to 
the University to tailgate 
before kickoff.
It’s ridiculous that a 
majority of these people 
will not come see the hard 
work our football team 
puts into practicing and 
preparing for the game. 
Lil Dicky, 2 Chainz and 
Makj, while deserving of 
the crowds they’ll bring 
because of the talents 
they have, do nothing to 
increase and instill school 
spirit. They do not sit in 
classes with us, walk the 
same hallways as us nor 
pay the tuition and fees we 
do. They do not face the 
challenge of maintaining 
a GPA and spending 20 
hours a week in practice 
and preparing for the 
physical beating their 
body will get. 
The reason we are not 
like the University of 
Miami isn’t because our 
team’s winning percentage 
is below 50 percent; it’s 
because as a community 
we don’t rally behind our 
team and players like those 
at UM.
School spirit has to 
begin somewhere. We’re 
asking that it begin by 
students making it past 
the parking lot tailgate and 
into the stadium.
Win or lose, our 
football team deserves to 
have us in the stadium to 
support them.
Students should come to the games
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New head coach 
seeks to engage 
with alumni
Football team’s performance a ‘key 
component’ in game attendance
When you 
think of Darrian 
Dyson, you 
remember the 
incredible force 
he used to break 
through a block. 
You remember 
the blocked 
field goal by 
him against 
University of 
Central Florida, which gave the 
Panthers a season-opener win last 
year. Or maybe you remember 
the passion he played with on the 
field. 
If you knew Dyson personally, 
you knew he was not referred to as 
Darrian, but “Double.” Standing 
at 6-foot-4 and weighing 309 
pounds, you would guess that’s 
why he developed the nickname. 
Or perhaps because his first and 
last name start with the letter “D.” 
According to Dyson, he doesn’t 
know how he got the name either. 
“Not really sure how I got it,” 
said Dyson. “Some say because of 
my size, some say because of my 
name, but I first heard it from my 
coach, Cornell Holmes.”
Holmes is Dyson’s hometown 
high school coach who gave him 
the name that stuck with Dyson 
throughout college.
While reminiscing on the birth 
of his nickname, the alumnus and 
former defensive tackle admits to 
missing the game of football. 
“Yes, I miss football a great 
deal,” Dyson told Student Media. 
“It hasn’t really hit me yet.”
It probably hasn’t hit Panther 
fans either that Dyson isn’t going 
to play this season until they yearn 
for sacks and tackles on plays in 
the first four games to prevent 
opponents from having successful 
drives to the end zone. Or until 
they find themselves pleading for 
a blocked field goal, someway 
somehow, so that the opponent 
won’t go up by another possession. 
With the four successful years 
that Dyson had on this football 
team, you would think that the 
New Orleans native would be on 
an NFL roster this season. He 
definitely should be, considering 
the fact that he had the opportunity 
to participate in FIU’s annual 
Pro Day and came out with 
[impressive] numbers, with 20 
reps on a 225-pound bench and a 
40-yard dash time of 5.38 seconds. 
Dyson doesn’t worry about 
not going that route, as he 
knows what’s destined for him 
will present itself. And because 
of his four-year success at the 
University, he gives the football 
program credit for his college 
career. 
“FIU as an organization opened 
my eyes more ways than one,” 
said Dyson. “They gave me an 
opportunity to grow as an athlete, 
as a person and meet great guys 
who I can call brothers.”
Dyson is currently working in 
the field of tech support, while 
chauffeuring people around as an 
Uber driver. 
With homecoming week 
approaching, Dyson said he plans 
on attending the homecoming 
game to see FIU take on Lousiana 
Tech on Saturday, Oct. 22 at 7 
p.m. 
Jasmine Casimir is the assistant 
sports director for Student Media. 
Jas Reports is a column that 
focuses on University sports.  To 
contact Jasmine, email her at 
jasmine.casimir@fiusm.com
Football program helped 
alumnus ‘grow as an athlete’
JAS REPORTS
JASMINE 
CASIMIR
ALEJANDRO SOLANA
Staff Writer
alejandro.solana@
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He a d C o a c h Mervyl 
Melendez is already 
accomplishing goals he 
set when inked as the 
new man in charge of the 
FIU baseball team. 
“It is indeed a 
pleasure to have this 
great opportunity to lead 
FIU to where it needs to 
be nationally,” Melendez 
told Student Media the 
day executive director of 
sports and entertainment 
director, Pete Garcia, 
introduced him to the 
FIU community in June. 
Melendez, taking 
over for Turtle Thomas, 
made one thing clear 
to those who were 
attending the press 
conference, “We’re not 
promising victories, and 
we’re not promising 
championships here.” 
What Melendez did 
promise, however, was 
that he would “dedicate 
his life to FIU baseball,” 
focusing on recruiting 
in Miami and South 
Florida and keeping the 
FIU baseball tradition 
alive by welcoming back 
alumni to Calle Ocho. 
Just three short 
months after making 
this promise, Melendez 
has pulled through on 
inviting back alumni.
“The excitement 
comes from the players 
that are in Miami. The 
talent level here is 
unlimited,” Melendez 
said. “This is the area we 
are going to target first.” 
And that’s exactly 
what Melendez did. 
According to 
perfectgame.org, a well-
known college baseball 
recruiting website, FIU 
is currently ranked No. 
1 in the nation for the 
2017 recruiting class. 
So far, Melendez has 
24 high school baseball 
players committed to 
joining the Panthers 
next season. Six of the 
24 players committed to 
FIU are currently ranked 
in the top 100 high 
school baseball player 
recruits.  
In addition to having 
the best 2017 recruiting 
class thus far in only 
three months, Melendez 
has also made an impact 
among the FIU alumni, 
something he stressed 
would be a pivotal 
part of his time here in 
Miami. 
“It is extremely 
important for me to 
engage with the alumni, 
and that is one thing 
we’re going to do here 
from the beginning,” 
Melendez said.
On Sept. 30, 
Melendez invited all 
former FIU baseball 
players to return home 
for a chance to meet 
the new manager. Over 
100 players showed up, 
including ex-Marlin and 
2007 World Series MVP, 
Mike Lowell. 
Well before the 
season is underway and 
any games have been 
played, Melendez is 
pulling through on the 
early promises he made 
to FIU and the fans of its 
baseball program. 
Now, Panthers 
must wait and see 
if the success he is 
achieving off the field 
will translate to what is 
most important: wins in 
March, April and May. 
Football alumni face off in Canadian league game
PETER HOLLAND JR.
Asst. Sports Director
peter.holland@fiusm.com      
Two former football players stood  out in the Canadian Football League as the British Columbia 
Lions put up a 40-33 victory against 
the Ottawa Redblacks in a division 
matchup.
Both Greg Ellingson, starting 
receiver for the Redblacks, and 
starting defensive back Anthony 
Gaitor for the Lions, competed with 
one another in a shootout game on 
Saturday, Oct. 1. Ellingson finished 
the game with four catches for 56 
catches. This season, the Tampa 
native has 61 catches for 1,045 yards 
and four touchdowns. He averages 
17.1 yards per game. In his fourth 
year in the CFL league, he played 53 
games for both Ottawa and Hamilton. 
He has a total of 214 catches for 
3,335 yards and 19 touchdowns.
Gaitor sealed the win for the B.C. 
Lions with a pick six. The Miami 
native finished the game with one 
tackle and one interception for a 
touchdown. This is Gaitor’s first 
season in the CFL. So far he has 19 
tackles and two interceptions. 
Gaitor has played three seasons 
for FIU from 2007-2009 and was 
named first team All-Sun Belt 
player in two consecutive seasons. 
He finished his FIU career with 197 
total tackles, 19 tackles for loss, four 
sacks, 11 interceptions and 35 pass 
defended. In 2011, he was drafted by 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. In 2013, 
Gaitor was placed on the injured 
reserve list before being let go by the 
Buccaneers. After bouncing around 
from team to team, the 28 year old 
finally settled in, signing to the B.C. 
Lions.
Ellingson, who was Gaitor’s 
teammate for three years at FIU, 
finished his collegiate career with 
88 catches for 1,406 receiving 
yards and nine touchdowns. He was 
remembered for the 20-yard catch 
that set up the game winning field 
goal in the 2010 Little Caesars Bowl 
against University of Toledo. Despite 
going undrafted, he has played in two 
NFL teams (Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and Jacksonville Jaguars), two teams 
from the Arena Football league 
(New Orleans VooDoo and Tampa 
Bay Storm) before finding his way 
in Canada.
PETER HOLLAND JR.
Asst. Sports Director
peter.holland@fiusm.com      
Homecoming week is supposed to bring students, faculty and alumni together to unite as one and show our school pride.What better way to do that than on 
a Saturday to tailgate and then watch the Panthers play 
at the stadium? But there’s one issue: getting people to 
attend the homecoming game. 
In the last three seasons, homecoming attendance 
hasn’t been steady. The lowest was during the 2013 
season when the Panthers finished the year with a 1-11 
record overall. 
The attendance for homecoming game that year, 
which was against University of Alabama Birmingham, 
was 13,163 people, according to FIUSports.com. 
Santiago Archieri, an FIU cheerleader majoring in 
broadcast media, has attended every home game.
“The best we’ve done is the parade on game day,” 
Archieri said. “There has to be something to get fans 
in the seats to create a homecoming tradition and 
atmosphere.”
Looking back to last year’s homecoming game, with 
an attendance of 17,961, the Panthers put up a victory 
against Old Dominion University. During the game, 
starting quarterback Alex McGough broke all-time 
school records in passes and touchdowns and broke a 
single-season record for most touchdowns in his career. 
Former FIUSM staff writer Jake Spiwak thinks that 
games like these are what homecoming is all about.
“I believe homecoming is about school spirit and 
students and alumni coming together,” said Spiwak. 
“FIU football is absolutely the key component of that. 
I just wish more people cared about their school and 
showed up at the game and parade.”
Despite little success, athletic director Pete Garcia 
and his marketing team will try whatever to fill out 
seats, especially during homecoming week. Other than 
free foods and tablets, who knows what Garcia will do 
next to get fans to attend this game.
“There’s not much else they can do,” said Archieri. 
“The marketing team at FIU is amazing and does their 
best, but losing 53-14 to UCF [several weeks ago], or 
getting blown out in three games to start the season at 
home isn’t enough.”
The Panthers will face Louisiana Tech for their 
homecoming game on Saturday, Oct. 22 at 7 p.m. 
